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COVER LETTER FOR SHELDON BENNETT

	PERSONAL DETAILS

Location: 
· GCC\Bahrain

Qualifications: 
· BSc. Information Technology
· CISSP
· SANS GIAC
· MIT (USA) Cyber Security 
· Warrick Business School MBA Candidate (2026)

Sector Experience:
19 Years
· 16 years in Banking
· 3 years in Telecoms

Domain Experience:
· 15 years – IT and Security
· 4 years  - Fraud Risk Management

Organisations;
· Standard Bank Group
· Vodacom\Vodafone
· Ahli United Bank

Special Skills
· Cyber Security
· Information Security
· IT Project Implementations
· Online Banking Fraud Investigations
· Fraud Risk Management
· Risk Management
· ISO27001, PCI-DSS, NIST, CIS

Major Projects:
· Group-wide Security Strategy
· Digital and Cloud Transformation
· SOC Improvement Plan\Replacement
· Technology rationalisation and replacement
· Development of Vendor and third party security risk programm
	COVER PROFILE:

I am an experienced Information and Cyber Security leader with over 19 years of expertise across Financial Services and Telecommunications. My career has been built on defining and implementing enterprise security strategies, driving digital transformation, and ensuring compliance with complex regulatory requirements across multi-regional environments. I hold a Bachelor’s degree in Information Technology and industry certifications, including CISSP and GIAC.

Currently, as Group CISO at Ahli United Bank (AUB), I oversee Information and Cyber Security for several markets. I have successfully developed and executed a comprehensive enterprise security strategy covering Security Operations, Governance, Risk and Compliance (GRC), and Cloud Security Architecture. These efforts have significantly improved the bank’s security posture, ensuring compliance with frameworks such as ISO 27001 and PCI DSS while meeting regional regulatory requirements like those of the Central Bank of Bahrain (CBB). By working closely with executive leadership, I’ve ensured that security initiatives align with business objectives, effectively balancing risk management with operational needs.

During my time at Vodacom Group, a subsidiary of Vodafone, I was part of the Technology Executive Management team responsible for enhancing cybersecurity across seven markets. I established a centralized security function, strengthened threat detection and response capabilities, and implemented cloud-native security services. My strategic leadership and risk-based approach delivered a measurable reduction in security incidents while fostering a strong security culture. As a member of the Vodafone Security Leadership team, I influenced key global initiatives and ensured Vodacom’s needs were met at the group level.

At Standard Bank Group, I led the development of an intelligence-led Security Operations Centre (SOC) that incorporated advanced detection capabilities and security automation. These efforts significantly improved incident response times and reduced false positives. My experience also includes driving vulnerability assessments, conducting third-party risk evaluations, and ensuring compliance with standards such as NIST, SOC 2, and CIS.

I pride myself on building and leading high-performing security teams, mentoring talent, and fostering an environment of innovation and collaboration. My ability to communicate complex security challenges to senior stakeholders and regulators has been a key factor in securing buy-in for critical security initiatives and maintaining trust at the highest levels.

I am passionate about leveraging security to enable business growth and transformation while safeguarding organizations against evolving threats. My approach to security is rooted in integrity, long-term strategic thinking, and a commitment to building resilient organizations.
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